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isabelle HBocher, s Moniread
wutse, said her 80-year-old EE?;.V
Suzanne Cloutier-Rocher, died &
month after surgery last fall at wm,
Luc Hospital for an intestinal cyst

Ms. Rocher was told the hospital
had a wing of C difficile patients.
She said her mother and others
were unable even to drink liguids

Ul ¢0 79 deaths could be attribue-
ed to the nfection, according to a
survey of severs] Montreal hospi-
tals in an article in the Canadisn
Medical Association fournal,

Ouher plwsicians, such as Vivian
Loo, director of infection preven-
tion at the Mol University Health
Centre, say the figute Is oo tigh
arid that a distinction should be
made between pafients who die be-
canse of € difficile and those who
die with i

“If you look at what's happening
i Montresl, raises conoern abeut
people gohg g a hospital set-
ting, "said Donald Low, chief micro-
bioiegist at Toronto's Mount Sinai
Frospital,

. Low saild C difficlleis not on
the itst of diseases hospitds need o
let provincial or federat authorivies
know about. However, he added,

physictans and hospitals moust re-
port severe or unusual outhreaks.

The problem might have bees
worsened by the commaon use of
wearthurn medications known ag
proften punp inhibitors, or |

inthe UMAL
Pie. Laovw said, is for doc-
eep the hospital
envirsnment clean and fnform pa-
of proper hand-washing pro-
cedures, Also, be sald hospitals
should reduce use of atibiotics.

Bath Dr. Dal and Me Bovher
said the public should know about
the cuthroak,

Ohiers were more Cauiious.

“f think they are oving w tar
Montreal and Calgary with the
saine brush in tenme of being out of
cantrel” said D, Tom Loule, the
Calgary Health Region's medical
director for infection prevention
and control, "We're not out of con-
trol. We've seen an increased num-
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ber of cases.”
Over the past three vears, Calgary
hospitals  have reported 1187

cases, but no deaths, with & major
onthreak in 2000-2001, Incidences
of O difficife poamped at the end of
vear and have beess rising dur-
ing the past threa mo nths, he said.
In Calgary, the health region
warned medical personnel about
the prevalence of the hacteria and
to consider it when prescribing
medication, Dy, Lowde said,
“Parientson %Eﬁ are fegs able o
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Low said, Patients have died be-
cause ofit, bur they had other med-
ical prabiems as well,
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